
Case Study:
NDVI Silsoe College

Helen Wheeler is a Research Scientist at Silsoe Research Institute and has been undertaking NDVI 
studies using Skye light sensors. She says:

“I have been using Skye Instruments’ 2-channel light sensors for 7 years. They are type SKR 1800 
(660nm & 730nm). I have used them mostly mounted on a sprayer boom with an upward facing sensor 
& cosine diffuser, and six downward sensors looking at the crop canopy. They have assisted in the 
detection of weeds as well as crop density and stress. (see the schematic diagram below).

I have re-calibrated them (probably twice) and both times they had hardly changed.
They have been on the sprayer for about 4 years, which although kept under cover, still leaves them 
open to the damp and cold.
As for operating conditions I have used them in bright sunlight through to overcast drizzle”
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